Research and
Presentation
●

This curriculum was researched, organized, and presented
by Christian Geramita for the Wave Learning Festival, an
online educational platform for high school students. This
presentation has been updated for each of the four sections
in which it has and is being utilized.

Political Theory and
its Application in
Contemporary Society

What is Political Theory?

- Session 1 Systems of
Government/
Elections

Basic Branches of Government
Executive Branch
●

This branch is primarily
●
responsible for enforcing the
laws passed by the
legislature. The head of this
branch is the head of
government, which is either
the president or PM.
Enforcement is done through
the civil service
implementing laws within
the realm of transportation,
healthcare, the military, etc.

Judicial Branch

Legislative Branch
The legislative branch
passes laws that are
later implemented and
interpreted by the
executive branch and
judicial branch,
respectively.
Representatives vote on
bills that are then either
put into law or tossed
away due to a lack of
support.

●

This branch handles the
interpretation of laws
passed by legislative
bodies. The highest court
within the U.S., for
example, can determine
the constitutionality of a
law and strike it down if it
does not fall in line with
constitutional precedent.

Checks and Balances
●

Ensuring that each branch of
government can hold each other to
account is necessary to prevent one
from gaining too much power. Within
the U.S., the executive branch can veto
laws passed by Congress. However,
Congress can override these vetoes. The
Senate, which is the upper chamber of
the legislature, also checks presidential
power by being responsible for
reviewing and conﬁrming his cabinet
picks. The Supreme Court, on the other
hand, can deem laws and executive
orders unconstitutional from the
legislature and executive branch.

U.S. Federal Government
●

The executive branch is headed by an elected President. This president then creates a
cabinet which controls departments that implement laws passed by Congress.
Congress is bicameral with an upper chamber and lower chamber. The upper
chamber, the Senate, is composed of 100 members that are elected for staggered six
year terms. They can propose legislation and form committees to control/investigate
government agencies. The lower chamber, the House of Representatives, is composed
of 435 members that are elected every two years. They can also propose legislation
and control smaller legislative committees. The Supreme Court is the highest court of
the judicial branch with the responsibility of interpreting law. Justices are appointed
for life terms by the President and conﬁrmed by the Senate.

U.K. National Government
●

1)

2)

The U.K. government is essentially divided into two distinct components; one being
the legislature and the other being the courts. The Supreme Court is fairly weak and is
unable to deem laws unconstitutional. This court functions as the apex for appeals
and, when the UK was apart of the EU, settle legal disputes. The legislature is
composed of two houses:
The House of Commons: This lower house is by far the most important. It is composed
of 650 MPs (Members of Parliament) and are primarily responsible for passing laws
that are then implemented by the PM and his cabinet.
The House of Lords: This house is composed of both appointed peers and hereditary
peers, totalling 773 members. Hereditary peers hold those positions in virtue of them
being passed down to them. Appointed peers are placed there by the monarch on
advice by the prime minister. Appointed peers are members selected for their public
service and career achievements in a variety of ﬁelds. Bishops from the Church of
England also get seats within this chamber.

Chinese National Government
●

The Chinese government functions as a
top-down system of governance. Chinese
Communist Party members, which are the
only ones allowed to serve, are chosen from
the Chinese population and get appointed
to higher positions over time. The Politburo
functions as the legislative body and
proposes amendments which the
President can either accept or deny. The
President is also the head of the army and
communist party in conjunction with the
state itself.

(1) Discussion Period
1)

What are the beneﬁts of a presidential system? What are its shortcomings?

2)

What are the beneﬁts of a parliamentary system? What are its shortcomings?

3)

Which government system, would you argue, is more successful at providing
political stability?

4)

Some government positions within the United States, such as the Supreme
Court, are ﬁlled by other elected government leaders. What is the purpose of
this?

5)

Are there any current events/crises that you think would be better handled by a
presidential system in lieu of a parliamentary system or vice versa?

6)

If you could make one modiﬁcation to U.S. or U.K. democracy as it is
manifested, what would it be?

Unitary vs. Federal States
Unitary
●

All political power is rooted in the
central/national government. Local
autonomy may be given to smaller
constituencies or localities, but it is
there in virtue of the national
government giving it to them. For
example, the people of Scotland are
delegated powers by Parliament in
Westminster and can have these
powers revoked at any time.
Examples of unitary states include
the U.K., China, and Iran.

Federal
●

By the constitution or traditions
of the state, different powers are
delegated between the national
government and smaller, more
local state governments. These
powers cannot be revoked and
are rooted in the idea of
increased interspeciﬁc
autonomy. Think of the
delegation of powers between
Washington, D.C. and the states
outlined in the Constitution!

Practical
Manifestations
●

While political states may adhere to
certain tenets of each regime type, there
are still unique aspects within each
government. For example, while Russia is
classiﬁed as a federal system, certain
regions within Russia have more
autonomy than others. Communities in
Siberia will tend to have more ﬂexibility
when deciding local policies about
ﬁshing, for example. China, on the other
hand, has centralized more power into
Beijing recently, especially with respect to
the decaying autonomy of Tibet and
Xinjiang.

(2) Discussion Period
1)

Considering all that is currently happening with respect to the coronavirus
pandemic, are unitary states or federal states better equipped at handling these
sorts of crises?

2)

What beneﬁt does state ownership of certain sectors of the economy serve? Or
does it have no beneﬁt whatsoever?

3)

What beneﬁts come from governments functioning in a unitary state? What can
they accomplish that federal states cannot?

4)

When beneﬁts can you see emerging from the creation of a federal system?

5)

While we haven’t delved into social conﬂicts yet, what role does historical social
unrest/tension play in the establishment of either a federal or unitary state?

Authoritarian vs. Democratic
States
Democratic

Authoritarian
●

The government controls most
aspects of the state within the realm
of the media, economy, and political
engagement. People have little to no
say in the transition of power and are
barred from challenging the rule of
the majority in power. Speaking out
against the ruling party is prohibited
and dissidents are punished.
Examples include China, Iran, and
Belarus.

●

The government liberalizes the
economy and the media while also
allowing for civic organization on
the national level. Private ownership
is more permissible and citizens
have a greater say in how their
government operates and how it’s
replaced. Speaking out against the
party in power is encouraged within
a usually robust civil society.
Examples include the U.K., U.S., and
France.

What is Democratization?
●

As governments attempt to become more responsive to their citizenry, certain actions must be
taken to formulate a system that manifests certain democratic principles within different
sectors of life. Among these principles, notice the allusions to ‘political competition’.

1)

Free and Fair Elections: For any political competition to be effective and viable, the
government should not engage in election tampering and the suppression of political liberties.
Allowing watchdog groups to oversee polling stations and analyze government electoral policy
would help make elections more ‘free and fair’. Open elections also allow for minority groups to
voice their opinions and become integrated in society.

2)

Multi-party Environment: Political opposition is key to challenging majority rule and it forces
different social cleavages within the state to compromise on political issues ranging from
healthcare to education. An excellent example of the role of parties in shaping policy would be
the coalition between the Lib Dems and the Conservatives in 2010.

3)

Open Civil Society: To vent anger and constructive frustration at government failings, people
need to have the ability organize into groups to lobby congresspeople to enact change. Some
examples of groups within civil society include a church group, political parties, your family, and
your local sports team.

What is Democratization?
(cont.)
4)
Rule of Law: The laws and of the state must apply equally and impartially. The laws
enshrined in any legislation or Constitution must be respected and applied to people in all
circles of government. In China, President Xi’s asking of the Politburo to eliminate his term
limits and its subsequent allowance is an example of when the rule of law is not respected.
5)
Independent Media: Dissent and frustrations with respect to actions being taken by a
government should by aired on independent media across the state. By doing this, opposition
voices can be broadcasted to millions of people and political debate can be fully represented.
While governments in Mexico and the U.K. may own national media companies, they still
allow for dissenting opinion to reach the television screens across their respective countries.
6)
Independent Judiciary: By removing judges and court ofﬁcials from the politics in the
state, legal texts can be applied equally across society. In states where this doesn’t occur, such
as China and Russia, judges are used to target opposition ﬁgures with trumped-up charges of
corruption and fraud.

‘Dodgy Dave’
●

Another factor of democratization is increased
transparency, which is the ability of the public to
obtain public access to government legislation
and information about its implementation. Within
the United Kingdom, weekly PMQs (Prime
Minister’s Questions) give U.K. constituents the
ability to have their MPs question actions being
taken by the government and its plans for the
future. These sessions allow for MPs to confront
government ministers and question their policy
proposals in areas like the NHS, the Exchequer,
and transportation.

Current Global Trends
●

Since World War II, democracy has
seen an upward trend in adoption
and expansion across the Americas,
Europe, and Asia. However, recent
decades have suggested that this
trend may be starting to decline
around the world. From Russia’s
interference in the United States
2016 election to the rise of populism
in Europe, authoritarianism is
attempting to take back ground it
lost in the twentieth century.
Freedom House, which is a
US-based NGO, publishes a yearly
report on democratic progression
and regression in states around the
world.

https://freedomhouse.org/explore-the-map?ty
pe=fiw&year=2020&mapview=trend

(3) Discussion Period
1)

What can democracies around the world do to ﬁght back against an
encroaching authoritarian sentiment?

2)

Is there such a thing as ‘too much’ democracy? How would this manifest?

3)

Can some political conﬂict be too strenuous or is all political competition
permissible? Should countries like the United States become more
majoritarian or equally responsive to the minority and majority?

4)

What is the appeal of authoritarianism?

5)

How important is the integration of minorities into government structures?
Why?

6)

Should the executive branch and legislative branch be intertwined?

Case
Studies

I will know spilt everybody into four groups. In groups, you
will attempt to create a system of government based on
the topics and information discussed during class today.

Documents:
1)
2)
3)
4)

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1lHvfhlrIrVNy5NuG_vcNp0Tzm
AnKUVJ6hCHPwtTcrNQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1rZ7btEofeUDegRY_KidDY6LQ
eojRKuvSmECu801iIUU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Yenu_pZohi7IkPty8rHtTDKqH
tVFL08pPOzCvSEtIVQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1u-Prns-T-ZkzkET-Wl2Ow7bhK
y31OOq6JC-zV2i68BI/edit?usp=sharing

The History of American
Campaign Finance
●

Throughout U.S. history, money has
seemingly ingrained itself within the
political environment. From Nixon’s
1972 election bid to Obama’s 2008 run,
money has slipped through the cracks
of whatever legislation Congress has
passed or whatever cases have been
decided by the Supreme Court.
Recently, it seems that money has
actually overturned decades of reforms
and fundamentally transformed
campaign ﬁnance laws.

The Current State of American
Campaign Finance
●

1)

2)

Over the past 80 years, there have been several landmark Supreme Court decisions
and laws passed by Congress with respect to limiting/rolling back campaign ﬁnance
reforms:
Hatch Act (1939): Started by the calls of increasingly progressive leaders like Teddy
Roosevelt, Congress began passing laws barring major corporations and government
workers from campaigning for government leaders. The Hatch Act speciﬁcally barred
government employees of the executive branch from political campaigning.
Federal Elections Campaign Act (1971): Following the Watergate scandal and the
uncovering of unknown illegal campaign contributions to the Nixon campaign, this
law was passed to limit the amount of money that individuals and companies could
donate to a candidate. Politicians were also required to report these contribution to
the newly created Federal Election Commission (FEC).

The Current State of American
Campaign Finance (cont.)
1)

2)

McCain-Feingold Act (2002): As a response to excessive electioneering communications
being done by labor unions and corporations, Senator John McCain and Senator Russ
Feingold pushed through a law that regulated this form of political advertising. Think of
these as those advertisements you hear on TV or the radio with the message “I am
(so-so), and I approve this message”. For the next six years, companies and organized
labor unions were successfully barred from airing political advertisements.
Citizens United v. Federal Election Committee (2010): Citizens United, a non-proﬁt
organization, was planning to run a political ﬁlm during the democratic primary season
in 2008. As you may well now, this primary was largely between Senator Hillary Clinton
and Senator Barack Obama. This organization was attempting to run this ﬁlm in an
effort to criticize Senator Clinton. Due to the fact that the organization understood that
their ﬁlm violated the McCain-Feingold Act, they legally challenged the law, claiming it
violated their First Amendment right to free speech. This case was brought to the
Supreme Court in 2010 and the court ruled 5-4 in favor of Citizens United. The court
declared the McCain-Feingold Act unconstitutional on the grounds that it violated free
speech.

The Current State of Campaign
Finance in the U.K.
●

1)
2)
3)

Within the United Kingdom, the restrictions within the realm of campaign ﬁnance
are more focused on spending and not the intake of funds by individual campaigns
or parties. These restrictions came about during the passage of the Representation
of the People Act 1983 (RPA) and the Political Parties Elections and Referendums
Act 2000 (PPERA). As a result, the laws around campaign spending are detailed,
with over a hundred years of legislation cascading into the creation of a fairly strict
campaigning environment. This is especially true considering that the campaign
season can only last a maximum of six to seven weeks.
Expenditure Limits for Parties: £30,000 ($42,000) per contested constituency
Expenditure Limits for Individual Candidates: £7,150 ($10,000)
Expenditure Limits for individuals/groups promoting candidates: £500 ($700)

(1) Discussion Period
1)

What is your opinion on the Citizens United v. FEC court case? Do you agree
with the decision by the Supreme Court?

2)

How do you think U.S. campaign ﬁnance law can be improved upon?

3)

Should we regulate contributions made to PACs or parties that campaign on
behalf on getting certain ofﬁcials into ofﬁce?

4)

Do you think that U.K. campaign ﬁnance law is too stringent? Should it be
more like the U.S. electoral system with respect to campaign ﬁnance?

5)

Is the limitation on campaign contributions akin to limiting free speech?

Local Elections in the U.S.
●

1)
2)
3)

Within the United States, people within their respective state are responsible for
electing their state’s legislative leaders and governors. Each state varies in the
frequency of local elections for both their state legislatures, state senates, and
governorships. The roles of the state legislatures and senates mirror that of the
national government. Both houses can pass laws, impeach public ofﬁcials, and
approve their state’s budget. Governors act as the head executives of their state in
the same way the President is the head executive of the country. They implement
laws passed by their legislatures while also overseeing their own branch. Let’s take a
look at California’s governor and legislature as an example:
Senate Composition: 40 members (4 years with term limit of 12 years )
State Assembly Composition: 80 members (2 years with term limit of 12 years)
Governorship: Gavin Newsom (4 years with term limit of 2 terms)

National Elections in the U.S.
●

●

With respect to the election of members to the House of Representatives, each
member is voted in accordance to winning a plurality of the vote within their
respective district. They are then sent to Washington, D.C., to serve for two years
with the option of running for re-election. NO TERM LIMITS
Senators, on the other hand, are state-wide elections that result in one
candidate winning a plurality of the vote and serving a six-year term with the
option of running for re-election. NO TERM LIMITS

National Elections in the U.S.
(cont.)
●

Electing the President, on the other hand, is a little more complicated. Every four years, a
nation-wide election is held to elect the President of the United States. This election is done
through the Electoral College, which is composed of a body of electors chosen by their
respective states to represent the votes of their state’s populations. The amount of electors
afforded to each state is determined by adding the state’s number of representatives with
their senators. Following each state’s election, electors are then called upon to cast their
decisions in accordance with their state’s choice (didn’t have to until recently). The candidate
during the election to receive 270 electoral votes of the available 538 (435 Reps. + 100
Senators + 3 EC votes for D.C.) wins the Presidency. The same system is set-up for the Vice
Presidency. Historically, this system for electing the President has been in place for over two
hundred years. This system can be traced back to the Constitution. According to Article I,
Section II of the United States Constitution, the Electoral College is the only way in which a
president is to be elected to ofﬁce.

National Elections in
the U.K.
●

Every ﬁve years, the United Kingdom holds national elections for all of its
650 constituencies. All of these elections are ﬁrst-past-the-post, meaning
that a simple plurality is needed to win the seat within each constituency.
Following the election of MPs to the House of Commons, the next step is
forming the government in control and the opposition. For a government
to be formed, a party must win 50%+1 of the seats in the House of
Commons. If no party is able to, then they must form a coalition with
another party. Following the establishment of the government, the prime
minister is then selected as the head of government for the U.K. by the
monarch in power. The PM is almost always the party leader of the party
with a majority and is not voted upon directly in elections, which is
contrary to U.S. elections.

Chinese Elections
●

Within Chinese politics, party loyalty and
academic scholarship are king. To be even
remotely considered for the Presidency,
you need to rise through the ranks of the
CCP until reaching the Politburo. After
doing reaching the Politburo Standing
Committee, you are then selected from
among top ofﬁcials in the party to become
the President of the Chinese state.
Leadership also tends to favor Chinese
men of the Han ethnicity, just in case you
were wondering.

(2) Discussion Period
1)

Does removing the prime minister from direct election in the U.K.
disadvantage or beneﬁt the country?

2)

Should members of the House of Representatives or Senate have term limits?
Why or why not?

3)

Is there a beneﬁt to a winner-take-all voting system? Or are rank-choice voting
and proportional representational voting better options?

4)

Are there any improvements that can be made to local elections in your eyes?

5)

What are your views on China’s top-down system of governance? What are its
downfalls?

Congressional Redistricting &
Gerrymandering
●

●

Every ten years, a census is taken within the
United States to indicate to government
ofﬁcials who is living within the country
and where they are living. As a result,
congressional districts must then be
redrawn to accommodate growing
populations and shifting demographics.
These districts are then responsible for
electing their own state representatives,
senators, and members to the Capitol in
Washington. Where this gets controversial
is how these lines are drawn and what
information is used when drawing them.
Miller v. Johnson (1995) outlawed racial
gerrymandering.

Interest Groups in American
Politics
●

In any electoral system, the interest groups that operate within it tend to hold
signiﬁcant weight with respect to a congressperson’s legislative proposals and
beliefs. Interest groups, which are organizations that attempt to persuade
government ofﬁcials to back certain policy proposals, play a signiﬁcant role in
politics both due to their organization and their ability to use money in the
political system to inﬂuence policy-making. In relation to the topic of ‘money
being free speech’ under the Supreme Court, interest groups have been
allowed to grow within the U.S. with little legal opposition. Groups like
Common Cause, a campaign watchdog group, and the National Riﬂe
Association (NRA), are examples of interest groups within American politics.

(3) Discussion Period
1)

How can the government be more effective at correcting gerrymandering in
the future and preventing it from continuing into the future.

2)

Are having interest groups in politics a good idea? If so, should the government
regulate their sway in the political sphere?

3)

How can other states break the corporate structure of chinese civil society?
Should we strive to do so now, or will it gradually decay as time goes on?

4)

After learning about campaign ﬁnance earlier in the presentation, have your
views on the subject changed or have the stayed roughly the same?

Analysis
Pick one topic that you are curious about and feel
intrigued enough to research and choose as your
project’s main focus. Write a 100-word description of
your issue and cite two reputable sources that you
used.

- Session 2 Domestic
Policy

The History of
American Healthcare
●
1)
2)

3)
4)

Throughout U.S. history, healthcare has been a major issue among policy-makers and
politicians in general, especially among liberals.
Teddy Roosevelt: A presidential candidate at the time he had started the Bull Moose Party,
Teddy Roosevelt started America’s trend towards government involvement with healthcare
when he called for government-endorsed health insurance.
FDR: The President at the time, Franklin Roosevelt passed multiple laws, such as the Social
Security Act (SSA), and established healthcare committees overseeing the recovery of
healthcare in America following the Great Depression. He is the ﬁrst liberal President to speak
about an “economic bill of rights” for items like healthcare. That trends continues to this day.
LBJ: The Great Society was a series of laws passed under Johnson’s administration that
established Medicaid and Medicare. This expanded healthcare coverage to millions of American
seniors and low-income families.
Barack Obama: Obama’s administration passes the Affordable Care Act (ACA) and expands
healthcare coverage to millions of Americans. With this act, health insurance companies could
no longer refuse coverage on the basis on a patient’s pre-existing conditions. Caps on yearly
expenditures were also eliminated. Children can also stay under a parent’s plan until they are
26.

The Current State of
American Healthcare
●

1)

2)

Within the United States, acquiring health insurance/coverage can occur through a variety of
ways. Whether you choose a private insurer or go through Medicaid or Medicare, choosing a
plan takes time, effort, and ﬁnancial planning. However, there are some aspects of American
healthcare that are extremely important when attempting to understand it:
Private Insurance: You pay a monthly/yearly premium to be covered by the insurance. If you
are involved in a situation that requires medical action, your insurance will make you pay a
deductible to activate your insurance. After which, you will pay a percentage of the covered
expense until you reach your annual limit. Following this, your insurance will pay for the rest
of the bill.
Medicare: A national health insurance program that covers seniors above 65 and those with
disabilities. People can choose between different plans: Part A (hospice and home care), B
(covers doctor visits and surgeries), C (umbrella plan for A, B, and D), and/or D (covers drug
prescriptions).

The Current State of
American Healthcare (cont.)
3)
Medicaid: A national health insurance plan for the
elderly, low-income people/families, and those with
severe health conditions. You are able to get regular
checkups and the relevant tests with very little to no
out-of-pocket payments. This coverage extends to
doctors that accept the insurance.
4)
Affordable Care Act (ACA)/Obamacare (2010):
Prevents health insurance companies from adding
lifetime & annual expenditure limits on health coverage.
Moreover, insurance companies can’t turn you down
because of pre-existing conditions. Refer to the slide on
healthcare history for more information.

The Current State of
American Healthcare (cont.)
●

1)
2)
3)
4)

It’s no secret that the United States pays astronomically high prices for healthcare. The
reason behind this reality is a little bit more complicated, however. From lackluster
medical negotiations to interest groups within the medical industry inﬂuencing policy
outcomes, American politics has played a major role in creating our current situation:
Only 28% of Americans acquire healthcare through government programs even though
Americans per capita pay the most in taxes for healthcare among developed nations.
Additionally, Americans are by no measure more likely to go to the doctor than people in
other nations. Statistically, there are four doctor visits per capita in the U.S. every year, four
times less than Koreans and 2.5 times less than Germans.
And if you happen to be uninsured in the U.S., you are forced to pa the highest prices for
procedures and medication. As healthcare plays directly into one’s well-being and life,
inelastic demand is a key concept within the economics of healthcare.
In the United States, it is also crucial to understand that the pharma lobby and other
medical interest groups play a role in holding back regulation and maintaining the status
quo, a reality which all Americans agree is unacceptable.

The History of
U.K. Healthcare
●

Before the inception of the National Health Service (NHS), healthcare in the
United Kingdom was very much mixed. There were private, public, and
volunteer organizations working towards enabling Britains to have access to
affordable healthcare. Following the destruction caused by World War II on
the British population and infrastructure, the government was then forced to
step in an rebuild the country. As a result, the NHS was created by the
government in order to meet the demand of a population of people weary of
war and conﬂict. Since then, the service has grown to accomodate more
Britains with low cost, efﬁcient healthcare. Both the Tories and Labour parties
have been involved in its growth throughout the decades.

The Current State of
Healthcare in the U.K.
●

●

●

Building off of its history in establishing and preserving the NHS, healthcare in
the United Kingdom has been largely government-run since 1948. Not only
has this resulted in healthcare costs staying relatively low in comparison to
the developed world ever since, but it has allowed instances of infant
mortality and healthcare affordability to remain low. In fact, U.K. residents pay
less in taxes for healthcare than Americans do.
The way in which the actual service is run is also important when connecting
the government with the agency. Within Whales, Scotland, England, and
Northern Ireland, separate branches of the NHS are run with their own staff
and government leaders. This has created millions of jobs and given
doctors/practitioners to more affordable medical training.
However, downsides to the current system include long waiting times and an
increase in demand as the healthcare has beneﬁted the population. In other
words, the success of the system has led to a larger strain on the system.

Prescription Drugs
●

Within domestic policy, healthcare is the most
signiﬁcant and important factor within
policy-making. In fact, U.S. healthcare spending
accounts for 17.7% of our GDP. Even the U.K.’s
healthcare expenditure accounts for 9.7% of its
GDP. However, behind this reality is a much more
complicated mish-mash of private insurance,
drug cost negotiations, and government
regulation. A signiﬁcant reason as to why U.S.
drug costs are so high is because the U.S.
population subsidizes pharma companies to
basically sell cheaply everywhere else.

Healthcare in China
●

Under Mao, the government played a much
more signiﬁcant role in supplying and
insuring hospitals and their workers.
However, much of this has declined over the
last forty years. Despite insuring over 95% of
their population, the Chinese government
has largely retreated from its funding of
hospitals and care centers. Hospitals, as a
result, have been understaffed and
underfunded. People have been forced to
largely rely on a black market of goods that
allow them to create their own medication.

(1) Discussion Period
1)

What possible solutions are there to reforming American healthcare? Is it even
possible?

2)

How should the Chinese government seek to resolve the issues its citizens are
facing in hospitals and other care centers?

3)

How can the United States government reform its laws to lower prescription
drug prices for Americans that need them?

4)

Should U.K. healthcare be reformed? What issues do you see with the system
that need urgent addressing?

Taxation in the United States
●
1)

2)

Within the U.S., there are several ways in which the government taxes you on both
the federal and state level:
Federal Taxes: On the national level, people will pay (if applicable in reference to
their salaries or the lack thereof) an income tax, payroll tax, estate tax etc.
Currently, the income tax rate system in the U.S. is a progressive marginal tax
system, meaning different amounts of your income are taxed at different rates.
Payroll taxes are funds that are withdrawn from your paychecks by the
government. Currently, the rate stands at about 2.9% nationwide. The estate tax is
a tax on your assets following your death. The only people affected by this tax are
those with estates exceeding $11.5 million. The estate tax rate as of 2020 is capped
at 40%.
State Taxes: States across the U.S. vary widely on what items they do and don’t tax.
For example, Alaska and Oregon have no sales tax when buying items like clothes,
food, appliances, or any other item that requires purchase. Moreover, state income
taxes across are not equal across the country. States like California have an income
tax rate of 13.3% while NJ’s is 8.97%.

This is basically tax that you pay on bonds that you sell according to their growth since the initial
buy-in. As you can see, the rates are much lower than the typical “earned” income rate from the
previous slide.

Taxation in the United Kingdom
●

Within the United Kingdom, taxes are primarily collected by the national
government through a marginal income tax rate system, National Insurance
contributions, and a value-added tax (VAT). Income tax revenue then goes to fund
certain government programs surrounding social services and general state
welfare. Currently, National Insurance contributions then go to funding the NHS
and providing doctors, hospitals, and medical staff with supplies and equipment.
VAT revenue mainly goes back to constituencies and the local businesses involved
in the transactions.

●

On the local level, the main taxes that are collected are Council Tax and on-street
parking fees. The Council Tax, which is a tax on your property’s value and any
empty rooms in the property, is usually paid multiple times a year in accordance
with the guidelines of the local council. These funds are then allocated for the
police, ﬁre ﬁghters, road constructions, and any other local services.

Within the United Kingdom, the corporate tax rate is a tax on corporate proﬁts in the country and overseas.

Taxation in China
●

Taxation in China is largely national and divided into 8 distinct tax categories by the
government. However, the most signiﬁcant of the 8 different taxes are income taxes,
property taxes, and turnover taxes.

1)

Income Tax: This tax affects both business owners and individuals who have attained
a certain gross income. This tax functions under a progressive system and increases
along with any increases with the taxable income. Currently, the cap on income over
¥80,000 is 45%.
Property Tax: Instead of directly taxing individuals on the value of their property, taxes
are instead levied on transfers of the property or during its construction. Strangely,
estimates put the potential government revenue of this tax at billions of yuans, yet it
is still to be implemented.
Turnover Tax: This is a tax on manufactured products that are created by private
companies. Instead of a VAT tax, which targets the sale of the product, the physical
assembly/creation of the product is instead taxed and paid for by the company.

2)

3)

(2) Discussion Period
1)

Do you have any views on the U.S. tax system? Do you think that it should be
reformed in some way?

2)

How can the U.S. reform its process of raising the minimum wage?

3)

Is the U.K. tax system sound? Are there any reforms that you would make to it?

4)

What are your opinions in relation to recent societal debate over raising the top
marginal tax rate in the U.S.?

Case
Studies

I will know spilt everybody into four groups. In
groups, you will attempt to propose solutions
to domestic policy concerns within the context
of the provided scenarios.

Documents:
1)
2)

https://docs.google.com/document/d/15GFLCT-_4QARKkjuHWZ8lr8
mi6oRWSG2StW7jeE3rus/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Iq5YXyTeNJbTEn3ujiNCxIwn
birIzWYLA-PdR_DRhPc/edit?usp=sharing

The U.S. Minimum Wage
●

Despite this being a hot-button issue, it is
still important to talk about the federal
minimum wage and what it actually is.
Currently, the federal minimum wage is
$7.25/hour. This means that employers can
pay no less than that amount of money to
their employees in the form of wages per
hour of work. However, certain jobs that
involve tips or other forms of payment result
in employers being allowed to pay $2.13/hour
to employees.

- Session 3 Foreign
Policy

The History of American
Foreign Policy
●

1)

2)

Different periods of American history were characterized by different foreign policies.
Some periods place more of an emphasis on isolationism while others focused more
on imperialist expansion, be it out West or abroad. According to the Ofﬁce of the
Historian, American foreign policy can be split into seven distinct eras.
1775-1823: During the period after the American Revolution, isolationism became the
go-to policy among early American Presidents. Begun by President Washington,
isolationism was viewed as a necessity of the young state was to develop. In fact,
Washington wrote in his Farewell Address that “The nation which indulges toward
another an habitual hatred or an habitual fondness is in some degree a slave.” Much of
this would fall apart during the War of 1812 and America’s acceleration of Westward
expansion.
1823-1867: During the Antebellum Period and Civil War, expansion westward
increased drastically, especially under Jackson’s administration. Moreover, the Monroe
Doctrine would play into the theme of protectionism that politicians would espouse
with respect to European powers in the Western Hemisphere.

The History of American
Foreign Policy (cont.)
3)
1867-1913: In conjunction with the Roosevelt Corollary, the 1898 Spanish-American War
introduced America to the promise of seizing lands outside of its borders and establishing itself as an
empire akin to the British Empire that colonized it only centuries ago.
4)
1913-1945: Following World War I, the United States would attempt to return to whatever
remnants of isolationism was in the state. However, the start of World War II just 31 years after the
end of World War I would lead to the United States essentially becoming a global superpower
helping to rebuild Europe.
5)
1945-1961: The end of World War II brought the beginning of the Cold War and the U.S. policy
of containment. At this point in time, Communism was the main focus of American foreign policy.
6)
1961-1981: America involves itself increasingly in South America, Southeast Asia, and the Middle
East, especially in Iran and Lebanon.
7)
1981-1992: Even with the fall of the Soviet Union in 1991, U.S. foreign policy still seemed
ingrained in preserving national dominance. Participation in the UN and NATO increased drastically
during this time.

The Current State of
American Foreign Policy
●

Since taking ofﬁce on January 20, 2021, President Joe Biden has
enacted a foreign policy similar to that of the Obama
administration. With respect to his middle eastern policy, there
seems to have been a continuation of the alienation of Iranian
proxy groups in Syria via military strikes. Additionally, President
Biden has begun to reverse actions by the Trump administration
to devolve U.S. participation in supranational organizations like
NATO and the UN. In the Israeli-Palestinian conﬂict, Biden has
reafﬁrmed previous adminsitrations’ positons of maintaing an
alliance with Israel in the peace-making process. In Asia, Biden
has not yet seemed to break with the Trump administration
policy on maintaining tariffs on China. In Venezuela, Biden
continues to rally behind opposition leader Juan Guaidó in
deﬁance of Nicolás Maduro.

President Joe Biden

The History of U.K. Foreign
Policy
●

●

During most of British history, Great Britain and Ireland have been in eras of on-and-off conﬂict.
The establishment of the modern United Kingdom hadn’t even ofﬁcially occurred until the
formal union was signed in 1706 by both the Scottish and English Parliaments. Following this
establishment, foreign policy was aimed at preserving British power abroad and within
continental Europe. As England was conquering and maintaining colonies it had from the
1550s-1910s, it placed a strong emphasis on keeping its colonies close together with respect to
trade agreements and a strong centralized authority within the monarch at the time.
Moreover, England was also concerned about stabilizing Europe and protecting its interests on
the continent. For example, England’s wars against Napoleon and the Russian Empire were
fought with the goal of preserving Europe as a continent without a dominating power running
the economy, politics, etc. With respect to twentieth century policy, much emphasis after World
War I was placed on establishing an Israeli state in accordance with UN resolutions (Balfour
Declaration). Since then, the United Kingdom has mainly fallen in line with major foreign
policies decisions of the U.S. and other developed European nations.

The Current State of
Foreign Policy in the U.K.
●

Ever since the vote on Brexit in 2016 and the success of the Leave EU PM Boris Johnson
campaign, the U.K. has seemingly become more conscious of its own
sovereignty and has sought to place an emphasis on it within a globalizing
market. In conjunction with the British exit from the European Union,
however, the United Kingdom has ampliﬁed its role within the United
Nations and the G7, which is an economic organization of the world’s most
developed/industrialized nations. While seemingly become more
characterized by the Eurosceptic identity, Boris Johnson’s administration
has still maintained strong ties with organizations like the UN and NATO.
With respect to Hong Kong, the U.K. has taken a step in offering citizenship
to Hong Kongese who are ﬂeeing an encroaching Chinese presence in the
city.

The History of Foreign Policy
in China
●

One of the earliest instances of foreign interaction by the modern Chinese state
would be the effective animosity towards Taiwan after most Chinese nationalists
were expelled there following the CCP seizing power in the country. Following this,
China mainly looked inward and focused on rapidly industrializing under programs
like the Great Leap Forward, which would lead to famine. Following visits by
President Nixon and further Western leaders, China realized its global potential and
began its attempt at expanding its sphere of inﬂuence in Vietnam, the Korean
Peninsula, and other states vulnerable to capitulation. Recently, China has begun to
look more favorably on multinational corporations coming into the state and
helping it grow. However, China is still relatively isolated in the Western world,
especially due to its control of dissent in the country and its treatment of Uighur
Muslims.

The Current State of
Foreign Policy in China
●

President Xi Jinping
As China has grown over the past
decades in economic and political
strength, they have attempted to
continue this trend by expanding this
sphere of inﬂuence into Southeast
Asia and Africa. To accomplish this,
President Xi’s China has attempted to
offer loans to government’s in need of
capital to develop their own
infrastructure. However, these loans
are often burdensome on these
developing states because of their
high interest rates and collateral
required as part of the loan deal.

(1) Discussion Period
1)

What can countries like the United States do to combat China’s ambitions in
the South China Sea? Should the United States stay out of the conﬂict
altogether?

2)

What are the possible implications for China ‘Belt and Road Initiative’ in the
next ten years? How can the rest of the world affect that?

3)

Do you agree with Brexit? What are the associated dangers/beneﬁts that
come with a British exit from the European Union?

4)

Does the United Kingdom have a role in aiding its former colonies for past
indiscretions? Should the U.K. keep itself out of the affairs of other states like
India, Pakistan, or Nigeria?

Supranational Organizations
●

Within the world, supranational organizations are groups of political states that join
together to form a body that is transcendent of state borders. The goals of such
organizations, such as the United Nations, the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO),
or the Arab League, are to foster some form of solidarity among different states. In
addition to allowing forums for states to discuss their issues in conjunction with debate,
these organizations also allow for international law/standards to be set by a majority of the
globe at any one point. Much of the beneﬁt of these organizations arises from their ability
to form coalitions of states that can use economic and military action to prevent larger
world conﬂicts from erupting. An example of when the United Nations has been beneﬁcial
towards global security would be on the island of Cyprus. On this island, a conﬂict was
evolving between Turkey and Greece over control of territory and the UN stepped in and
stopped the conﬂict from breaking out. Moreover, the UN also participates in combating
world hunger through food donations and monetary investments. With respect to law, the
International Court of Justuce functions under the UN as an international legal body that
is responsible for charging war criminals in major conﬂicts/genocides like the Rwandan
Genocide and the Kosovo War.

What is the United Nations?
●

Within the United Nations, there are
different policymaking groups/bodies
that are responsible for setting the
global agenda surrounding
regional/national conﬂicts. Within the
General Assembly, different member
states of the 193 countries in the UN are
allowed to voice their opinions on
speciﬁc issues that they deem
important and then deliberate over
solutions with other states. Moreover,
the International Court of Justice is
responsible for prosecuting some of the
gravest human rights abusers in the
world.

(2) Discussion Period
1)

Has the United Nations shrunk in importance as time has gone on? Is the current
climate of inaction by the organization surrounding big issues beneﬁcial in its own
way?

2)

How can global/military alliances within the world collectively ﬁght back against
encroaching authoritarianism being led by China and Russia?

3)

Is the seeming boom in popularity of isolationism within Europe and South American
states like Brazil a sign that something better is to come? Are these signs that global
cooperation isn’t as viable as previously thought in the twenty-ﬁrst century?

4)

While mandates or actions taken by the United Nations General Assembly are
non-binding, do you think that they should be? Would this give the organization more
power to act and promote a single agenda of global cooperation?

Case
Studies
In a group, be prepared to respond to a given scenario
that poses a foreign policy challenge that will have
you propose and implement relevant reforms.

Document:
●

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1osf8vt68ko5vk09T8njEO0NZ
3xM97gMye20Dd1ZbNxg/edit?usp=sharing

- Session 4 Political
Ideology

What is Political Ideology?
●

Political Ideology is the a set of values or closely-held ideals that guide a person
towards recognizing certain objectives about how society should function in its
entirety. Ideology has implications when it comes to social policy, economic
policy, and political motivations. Within the general realm of politics, ideology can
be deﬁned across a spectrum of differing attitudes towards military
interventionism, government authority, and economic neoliberalism.

●

Political socialization is the process by which an individual acquires certain
ideological beliefs about family, the economy, and the social landscape. The main
actors involved in political socialization are your family, religion, social/ethnic
afﬁliations, and your economic standing.

Ideological Spectrum
Left
●

The left half of the ideological
spectrum places a larger emphasis
on societal equality and economic
regulation. To accomplish its goals,
people left of the spectrum prefer
government involvement in
preserving societal stability and
safety for all of its citizens to a larger
extent than the political right. John
Maynard Keynes is a big inﬂuence
on liberal economic thinking.

Right
●

The ideological right is
characterized by placing a larger
emphasis on individual freedom
rather than societal equality.
Socially, people on the right tend to
hold more traditional views on
abortion, marriage, and familial
unity. Economically, the right favors
a more ‘laissez-faire’ approach
when it comes to economic
matters. Regulations are generally
seen as an economic hindrance.

Political Parties and Ideology
●

●

Within the United States, parties haven’t historically corresponded with any political
ideology. It has only been within the last forty years that parties have begun to align
more with one side of the ideological spectrum. For example, Republicans and
Democrats in the 1960s were very mixed on policy proposals when it came to race
relations and government interventionism in the economy. In fact, the Civil Rights Act
of 1964 was approved by more Congressional Republicans than Democrats, indicating
how different the parties were when compared to today.
Within the United Kingdom, parties have historically been more aligned with
traditional ideological beliefs. The Conservatives, which were known as, and continue to
be largely known as, the Tories, have historically been aligned with land owners and
business leaders in England. The Labour Party, which came from the remnants of the
Whig Party, were much more supportive of the British Crown and its propagation as a
political power. However, Labour now tends to focus more on labor unions, the NHS,
and employment protections.

Source:
https://campaignstops.blogs.nytimes.com/2012/09/17/look-how-far-weve-come-apart/

Politics and
Developing Morality
●

Within our own ideologies, morality
plays a fundamental role in determining
what we believe and our justiﬁcations
for believing it. Across cultures, moral
roots are traced back to ﬁve main
categories of behavior: harm, fairness,
ingroup loyalty, purity, and authority. By
knowing how much somebody values
these factors, it becomes easier to
determine an individual’s political
leanings.

Polarization
●

●

●

Within society, polarization occurs when certain issues and political
discussions become increasingly based on extreme ideological positions. An
example of an issue that has been polarized in society would be the issue of
gun restrictions. However, an important component of polarization isn’t the
removal of rationality from a discussion itself, but it's more about the
layering of certain beliefs/experiences upon others.
This phenomena of layering, which is often referred to as the reinforcing of
societal cleavages, is much more deleterious to the society at large. Political
conﬂicts are more likely to become dangerous when people constantly layer
multiple identities/values in stark contrast to the opposition.
Normally, these divisions among issues surrounding race and morality
wouldn’t be signiﬁcant because they could be cross-cutting, intersecting
different segments of the larger population.

(1) Discussion Period
1)

If you are comfortable sharing, what are your views on the role of government in society?
Do you believe that the government should be able to regulate companies or do you lean
towards a more laissez-faire approach to the economy?

2)

How can we, as a society, reverse current societal polarization?

3)

Should parties be less ideologically aligned? Does this ideological alignment make it
easier for voters and political participants to distinguish the two parties from one another?

4)

On social issues, do you believe that the government has a signiﬁcant role in preserving
social equality? Should the government stay out of social affairs altogether?

Case Studies
In groups, you will now be presented with a case
study that challenges you to argue from a speciﬁc
ideological position in order to better understand the
underlying moral implications of one’s conception of
how political theory should manifest.

Document:
●

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ZJkIrCxR_z2z_afV1HouTtfwOmDR90jp4ElIIeRWXg/edit?usp=sharing

